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April 27, 2009

The Honorable Chief Justice Ronald M. George
and Honorable Associate Justices

California Supreme Court
350 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Mileikowsky, MD. v. West Hills Hospital Medical Center, et al.
(Supreme Court No. S156986) (Appellate Court No. 8D Civil No. B 186238)

Letter Opposing Petition for Rehearing or, Alternatively, Request for Modification of
Decision in Mileikowsky, MD. v. West Hills Hospital Medical Center, et al.

Dear Chief Justice Ronald M. George and Associate Justices:

The California Medical Association ("CMA") has reviewed the Petition for Rehearing or,
Alternatively, Request for Modification of Decision filed by Defendants and
Respondents, and respectfully urges that it be denied. CMA is a nonprofit, incorporated
professional association of more than 30,000 physicians practicing in the State of
California. CMA's membership includes most of the California physicians who are
engaged in the private practice of medicine, in all specialties. CMA's primary purposes
are: " ... to promote the science and art of medicine, the care and well-being of patients,
the protection of the public health, and the betterment of the medical profession." CMA
filed an amicus curiae brief with this Court in this case.

CMA fully supports this Court's opinion dated April 6, 2009, as it properly recognizes
that fairness in the peer review system is essential to protect the public from both (I)
"practitioners who provide substandard care," and (2) arbitrary disruptions in the patient­
physician relationship. Defendants and Respondents ("Respondents"), in their Petition,
quarrel with aspects of the opinion that protect the integrity of the peer review system,
and suggest that the opinion be modified in a manner that condones precisely what this
Court sought to avoid-unfairness. Furthermore, the language sought appears to be an
attempt to overrule prior Supreme Court precedent. These efforts are inappropriate and
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